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Backing Accidents: 
a high potential for injuries, deaths

Most motor vehicle accidents that occur while 

backing are usually not severe, but the large 

number of this type of accident gives it a high 

potential for injuries and death and a growing 

problem with repair costs.

During 2005, automobile accidents accounted 

for 77 percent of all claims received 

by SSCIP. Sixty-seven of those 

accidents, representing more 

than 16 percent of all SSCIP 

auto claims in 2005, were 

caused by a Member�s 

vehicle backing into 

someth ing�e i the r 

a person, another 

vehicle or some 

other stationary object. 

All of those accidents 

were considered to be 

preventable.

Overall, various studies have indicated 

that employers pay out nearly $50 billion a year for 

motor vehicle accidents involving their employees. 

Beyond the direct costs of vehicle repair, lost work 

time, medical bills and workers� compensation 

and disability claims, there are third-party liability 

exposures when auto accidents cause injury and 

property damage. All of these factors contribute 

to increases in automobile insurance premiums. 

Backing accidents are a signi�cant portion of that 

toll.

Nationally, the National Highway Safety 

Administration (NHTSA) estimates that about 

500,000 backing accidents occur 

each year resulting in more than 

50,000 injuries and nearly 

200 deaths. The Traf�c 

Safety Center at the 

University of California, 

Berkeley, says the 

NHTSA estimates may 

be low because 

such accidents do 

not generally occur 

on public roads but in 

locations such as work areas, 

garages, parking lots, driveways 

and alleys that are explicitly excluded 

from NHTSA�s reporting system. The Traf�c Safety 

Center is currently involved in a research project 

aimed at reducing backing accidents for the 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), 

which has a �eet of 14,000 vehicles.
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