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Steering clear: 
Tips to help with vehicle safety

When you send that volunteer down to the Post 

Of�ce in his or her personal vehicle to pick up the 

mail or a respite worker transports a client, have 

you and your organization fully considered the 

consequences if the volunteer or respite worker is 

involved in an accident?

During 2005, automobile accidents 

accounted for 77 percent of 

all claims received by SSCIP 

lending credence to 

reports that vehicular 

accidents are the 

leading cause of 

injuries to employees 

and volunteers and 

a major source of 

lawsuits for nonpro�t 

organizations, which 

can be held liable for any 

damage or injury arising from 

an accident.

Risks exist whenever a volunteer or an employee 

uses a car, truck, van, bus or other vehicle on 

behalf of an organization, and it does not matter 

who owns the vehicle � the organization or the 

driver.

Under SSCIP coverage, when a volunteer or 

employee is driving a personal vehicle involved 

in an accident, the volunteer�s or employee�s 

insurance policy provides the primary coverage, 

but the SSCIP policy may come into play if the 

claim exceeds the primary policy�s limits.

If the volunteer or employee is driving 

the organization�s vehicle 

or a vehicle leased by 

the organization, the 

organization�s policy 

provides the primary 

coverage. 

So, before you send 

that volunteer to 

the Post Of�ce, your 

organization might want 

to consider taking the 

following steps.

The �rst involve screening potential 

drivers. They include:

�	 Collecting basic information about the potential 

driver�s experience and credentials.

�	 Con�rming that the potential driver has a 

valid Arizona driver�s license and noting any 

restrictions or limitations.

see Steering Clear on page 6
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